
20 AUGUST 2004

Look to this six-month guide to steer you in the right direction for some
of our state’s finest deer, dove, duck and other hunting opportunities.

by Mike Graves

There aren’t many outdoor opportu-
nities or recreational pursuits a person
could choose to get involved with that
have the diversity of Indiana’s hunt-
ing. Starting in August and going
through January, the main hunting
seasons in Hoosierland offer some-
thing for everyone who picks up a
rifle, shotgun or bow. 

In this article, we’re going to take a
look at six months worth of hunting,
covering six different species to fill
your bag or tags on public land. First
up, let’s start with squirrels in August.

AUGUST
Squirrels

Winamac FWA
“August 15 is the opener for squir-

rels and it is a great time to take both
fox and gray squirrels,” says John
Brigham of Valparaiso, one skilled
sportsman who has hunted bushytails
for years.

Getting out around the opener can
be very rewarding in terms of filling
your bag, and for other reasons, too.
“In the real early season, there’s a
good chance there will be fewer
hunters in the woods, as a lot of
squirrel hunters like to wait until it
cools off and the leaves change color
somewhat before they get out,”
Brigham said.

Squirrels can be taken throughout
Indiana, and they can be found on
many, if not all, of the fish and
wildlife areas (FWAs) managed by
the Indiana Department of Natural
Resources (DNR). FWAs that have
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Working the trees that provide forage can
often pay off. Look for oaks, hickories and

walnut trees. A field guide for identifying these trees
will help out.

Be sure to practice before the wingshooting
season begins. Practicing at any of the clay

shooting ranges will help you to fill your bag with
these acrobatic fliers.

Have your bow tuned up, and make certain all
of your other equipment is in tiptop shape.

Make sure your broadheads shoot accurately.
Unruffled fletching and straight shafts are essential for
accurate shots.

Working with your dog long before opening
day will make you a better hunting team.

Walking exercises will help to keep you, and your dog,
afield longer.

Before the season starts, be sure to break out
the duck calls and practice. Now’s the time to

get those decoy anchors in good shape, too. Don’t for-
get your wool socks and hat!

Know how to identify rabbit tracks in the snow.
Rabbit tracks in snow-covered ground can

help you pick up their trail. Get into the thick stuff if you
don’t have dogs to do it.
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Winamac FWA

Jasper-Pulaski
FWA

Kingsbury FWA

Willow Slough
FWA

Kankakee FWA

Blue Grass FWA
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